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FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5589 

INFO AMEMBASSY RANGOON IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY BANGKOK IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 14079 

DEPT FOR EAP/DAS CLARK AND FOR EAP/K 

RANGOON FOR AMBASSADOR LEVIN FROM AMBASSADOR 

BANGKOK FOR AMBASSADOR BROWN FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 12356: DECL:OADR 
TAGS: EAIR, KS, TH, BM 

SUBJECT: SEARCH FOR THE WRECKAGE OF KOREAN AIR #858 
REF: SEOUL 14043 

1 . THE MORNING OF DECEMBER 2, 1 SPOKE WITH BOTH FOREIGN 
MINISTER CHOI AND KOREAN AIR PRESIDENT CHARLIE CHO ABOUT 
THE DISAPPEARANCE OF KOREAN AIR'S FLIGHT #858. THE 
KOREANS ARE CONVINCED THAT THIS INCIDENT INVOLVED SABOTAGE 
BY TERRORISTS. THE LOCAL PRESS IS FULL OF ARTICLES 
SPECULATING THAT A BOMB WAS PLANTED ON THE PLANE BY TWO 
PASSENGERS CARRYING JAPANESE PASSPORTS WHO WERE LATER 
ARRESTED IN BAHRAIN (REPORTED REFTEL). THERE IS EVERY 
INDICATION THAT THIS INCIDENT WILL BE A BIG ISSUE HERE IN 
SEOUL, ESPECIALLY GIVEN THE PROXIMITY OF THE ELECTION 
LATER THIS MONTH. SUSPICIONS OF NORTH KOREAN INVOLVEMENT 
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ARE GROWING AND WILL LIKELY GET MORE INTERNATIONAL 
ATTENTION SOON. 

2. FOR BANGKOK AND RANGOON: THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT REGARDS 
IT AS ESSENTIAL THAT THE WRECKAGE OF FLIGHT 858 BE FOUND 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE SO THAT THE CAUSE OF THE CRASH CAN BE 
MORE ACCURATELY DETERMINED. THEY ARE WORKING DIRECTLY 
WITH THAI AND BURMESE OFFICIALS BUT HAVE ASKED FOR ANY 
ASSISTANCE THAT WE CAN RENDER. GIVEN THE HUMANITARIAN AND 
POLITICAL ELEMENTS OF THIS INCIDENT, I ASK YOU TO DO 
WHATEVER YOU CAN TO ENCOURAGE THE THAI AND BURMESE 
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AUTHORITIES TO ASSIST THE KOREANS TO FIND THE CRASH SITE 
AND ANY WRECKAGE. 



3. FOR THE DEPT: I HAVE ALREADY SENT LETTERS OF CONDOLENCE 
TO PRESIDENT CHUN AND TO PRESIDENT CHO OF KOREAN AIR. IN 
VIEW OF POSSIBILITY OF TERRORIST INVOLVEMENT, I SUGGEST 
THAT SHOULD THE EVIDENCE BE PERSUASIVE, A LETTER OF 
CONDOLENCE BE SENT TO THE KOREANS FROM WASHINGTON 
PREFERABLY FROM PRESIDENT REAGAN TO PRESIDENT CHUN, WITH 
APPROPRIATE MENTION OF OUR SHARED CONCERNS REGARDING 
TERRORISM. 

LILLEY## 
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